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Taking to
The Air

OOK, IN THE SKY—
it's a bird! It's a plane!
It’s ... a personal air

vehicle? Whatever you call the
new Transition, says its inven-
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tor, Carl Dietrich, just don’t
call it a flving car—even if it's
the closest thing to one that
exists. The Transition runs on
regular gas. But you can drive
it to the airport, extend its
origami-like wings, take off |
at double the highway speed |
and fly up to 500 miles away,
then touch down and parkitin
your host’s garage. With the
wings folded, the Transition is
about the size of an Escalade,
with a little less cargo space. Of
course, it’s a little more diffi-

cult to maneuver—it requires

a sport pilot’s license—so

it's not likely to replace your
standard flightless car. “It’s

not like every Joe Schmo and
soccer mom on a cell phone is
going to be driving one,” says
Dietrich, an MIT grad student

FLYING HIGH: Winner Dietrich
with his Transition vehicle model |

who won the school’s top prize
for young innovators.
Nonetheless, he expects
the Transition will be a big hit
with weekend warriors (it has
enough room for skis and fish-
ing poles), and since it flies
twice as fast as you could go
in a car, it effectively doubles
the distance you can travel
on a weekend jaunt. Dietrich
predicts it will be on roads and
in the air in about two years.
If you've got a couple of hun-
dred thousand spare dollars,
he starts taking orders at the
Experimental Aircraft Associa-
tion convention in July. And
if flyving cars—sorry, personal
air vehicles—aren’t your thing,
he’s also working on a desktop
nuclear-fusion reactor. '
~MARY CARMICHAEL
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