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Terrafugia Formed to Develop Flying Car

It's been done before—although never terribly successfully—but once again the idea of a road-able-airplane is gathering

momentum. Students at MIT’s Department of Aeronautics and Astronautics have formed Terrafugia (“escape from land”)

to design and develop an airplane, dubbed Transition, with folding wings that can be driven on the road. The impetus for

the project was the Light Sport Aircraft category, and to meet the requirements, the

weight of the Transition will tip the scales at 1,320 pounds and

be limited to the top speed of 120 knots that is allowed for LSA

airplanes. An engine has yet to be selected, but preliminary

figures are based on a maximum of 100 horsepower and

fuel consumption based on the Rotax 912. The com-

pany plans to be at AirVenture at Oshkosh this

summer to gather input and deposits. The

current estimated price for a Transition is

$148,000. If it can attract the required

investments and successfully

complete certification, the

Transition could be coming

down a highway—or airway—

near you in 2009. For more infor-
mation, go to terrafugia.com.
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