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A FLYING CAR IN EVERY GARAGE!
With $150,000-plus, commuting could become fun.

ICTURE THIS: You're stuck in bumper-to- =T
bumper traffic. A flip of the switch and you
simply fly away.

This is not a fantasy. Carl Dietrich, 29, an MIT
graduate student, has invented a flying car. This
summer Dietrich will unveil a scaled-down version of his p / S
SUV-sized model — make that PAV (personal air vehicle)
— at the Experimental Aircraft Association’s AirVenture
convention in Oshkosh, Wis. (This year he won the
$30,000 Lemelson-MIT student prize for his work.) If plans
get off the ground, the car could be on the market by
2009. Estimated cost: $148,000.

Here’s how it works: The PAV has folding wings to operate
on the ground and in the air. It carries two passengers (plus
luggage) and gets up to 500 miles on a tank of premium
unleaded gasoline. And it can fly at speeds up to 130 mph. One
catch: Operators must be licensed as sport pilots. (A 20-hour
course costs about $3,500.) Learn more at terrafugia.com. K Carmode

Contributing: Judy Mandell, Gary Stern
16 USA WEEKEND - May 12-14, 2006

B
TERRAFUGIA




